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CLAIM AMENDMENTS - 
1-4. (canceled) 

5. (new) A maintenance scheduling apparatus for making up 
maintenance schedules for a plurality of vehicles, comprising: 

detection means for detecting vehicle information including at least one 
of operating situations and vehicular states of the plurality of vehicles, ths 
detection means denting respective present nosiHnns and a » Igagt ~rr ~_ f 
consumption aqd resicfopl quantities of fuel of the p l urality Qfjfihjcjga 

position ^rape me fl ps for Storing nn-sitiona] i n t«rm a « on of ^n^^ 
locations where maintenance for the vehicles is done »nrl 

scheduling means for making up maintenance schedules for the plurality 
of vehicles and determining whether r espective vehicles, nf th* p i^my ~ f 
vehjgles have sufficient fygj for feavel to regpgeti^ ma jnjfcgjiflnce Iflgajjans 
based on the detected vehicle informatio n, the position^ LnjflrmafigQ gObs 
maintenance locations stored, in the position storag e the detected 

pre sent position^, and the at least mie nf greete d , CB n a ^ r tim ^ 
quantities of feel of fre respective vehicles where the maintenance schedules 
prevent more vehicles than a predetermined number of vehicles from being 
suspended in operation at the same time. 



-2- 

U.S. serial No. 10/725,507 
Atty. Case No. VX032578US 



PAGE 2/8 * RCVD AT 10/25/2005 2:36:46 PM [EastOTi DayOght Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/25 « DNIS:2736959 * CSID: * DURATION (mm<s):01-50 



Oct 25 2005 2i28PM HP LASERJET 3330 



T / *\ 

6. {canceled) 

7. (previously presented) The maintenance scheduling apparatus 
according to claim 5, wherein the plurality of vehicles includes a first vehicle 
and a second vehicle, and the scheduling means makes up a maintenance 
schedule for the second vehicle on the basis of at least one of the following (1) 
and (2): 

( 1 ) at least one of the operating situation and a vehicular state of the 
first vehicle, and 

(2) respective maintenance schedules of the first vehicle determined 
previously on the basis of (1) and at least one of an operating situation and a 
vehicular state of the second vehicle. 

3. (previously presented) The maintenance scheduling apparatus 

according to claim 7, 

wherein the first vehicle is included in a first group of vehicles, and the 
scheduling means makes up a maintenance schedule for the second vehicle on 
the basis of at least one of the following (1) and (2): 

(1) at least one of the operating situation and a vehicular state of the 
first group of vehicles, and 
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(2) respective maintenance schedules of the first group of vehicles 
determined previously on the basis of (1) and at least one of an operating 
situation and a vehicular state of the second vehicle. 

9. (currently amended) The maintenance scheduling apparatus 
according to claim 5, further comprising: 

production storage means for storing production information 
representative of a relationship between operating information with respect to 
operation of said at least one of the plurality of vehicles and production , and 
production planning information for said at least one of the plurality of 
vehicles, and 

wherein the scheduling means makes up the maintenance schedules 
based on the production information and the production planning information 
stored in the production storage means in addition to the detected vehicle 
information. 

10. (currently amended) A maintenance scheduling apparatus for making 
up maintenance schedules for a plurality of vehicles, comprising: 

detection means for detecting vehicle information including at least one 
of operating situations and vehicular states of the plurality of vehicles, the 
detection means detecting respective presen t positions and at least nn f nf 
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c onsumption and residual quantity of fuel of the plurality nfv^ir |. B| 

portion sc rape means for storing positional information of m«intenflnr rr 
locations where maintenance fo r the vehicles is done, »nH 

scheduling means for making up maintenance schedules for the plurality 
of vehicles and determining whether respective vehicles nf the plurality nf 
vehicles hove sufficient fuel for travel to T- espect ive mai n tenance Inratinno 
based on the detected vehicle information, the P naitinn a l i nformation gXthe 
maintenance l ocatipnfl stored in the position Ktnp ^e means, the rW^ -H 
preset positions, and the at least one of detected consump ti on and re»iH, in 1 
quantities nf fuel of the respective rahiH** , where the maintenance schedules 
maintains a predetermined number of vehicles in operation at the same time. 

1 1 . (previously presented) The maintenance scheduling apparatus 
according to claim 5, wherein the vehicle information includes target running 
control information. 

12. (previously presented) The maintenance scheduling apparatus 
according to claim 10, wherein the vehicle information includes target running 
control information. 
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13. (previously presented) The maintenance scheduling apparatus 
according to claim 5, wherein the detection means detects at least one of an 
operation period of time, running distance from a first point of time to a second 
point of time, and a weight of a load. 

14. (previously presented) The maintenance scheduling apparatus 
according to claim 10, wherein the detection means detects at least one of an 
operation period of time, running distance from a first point of time to a second 
point of time, and a weight of a load. 

15. (previously presented) The maintenance scheduling apparatus 
according to claim 5, wherein the detection means detects at least one of 
vehicle fuel consumption rate information and oil station information. 

16. (previously presented) The maintenance scheduling apparatus 
according to claim 10, wherein the detection means detects at least one of 
vehicle fuel consumption rate information and oil station information. 



- 6 - 

U.S. serial No. 10/725,507 
Atty. Case No. VX032S78US 



PAGE 618 4 RCVD AT 10/2512005 2:36:46 PM pastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPTO-EFXRF*6/25 1 ONIS:2736959 1 CSID: 1 DURATION (mm-ss):01-50 



